
 

 
 

 
 

 

This notebook examines the foundational concept of counting in a multi-dimensional way. Activities such as 
‘Counting and Rearranging Objects’, ‘Large Handfuls’, ‘Show and Build’, ‘Where on the Number Line?’, and ‘Measuring 
Objects’ all explore number relationships. In ‘Counting and Rearranging Objects’ and ‘Large Handfuls’, students 
specifically delve into the idea that no matter how the objects that represent a number’s value are arranged or 
displayed, the value still remains the same.   

Activities such as ‘Counting Stories’ and ‘Cereal Game for Counting’ practice counting to determine how many, while 
‘Show Me the Number’ has students practice counting out given, specific quantities.   

Finally, activities like ‘Knowing One More/One Less’, ‘Counting Forward and Backward’, ‘Cereal Game for Counting’, 
and ‘Story Problems for One More/One Less’ will focus on students knowing ‘one more’/’one less’ than a number 
without recounting from one.   

 

Helpful Things to Remember:  

• ”Counting to determine how many” and “Counting out a particular quantity” are two different counting 
skills and your student will be practicing both.     

o Counting to determine how many means:  
▪ “I have a bowl of candy. Let’s count all the pieces to see exactly how many I have!”   

-and- 
▪ “I have 4 pieces of yellow candy and 5 pieces of red candy. How many pieces of candy do 

I have?”  
o Counting out a particular quantity means:  

▪ “Please count out 12 pieces of candy from the bowl for me.”  
 

• Remind students to keep track of what has and has not been counted. As needed, encourage strategies 
to do this by moving items to a designated space on the table.     
 

• When students are solving word problems in this notebook, it is not to be turned into an addition or 
subtraction problem.  Students should determine their answer through counting to reach a total.   
 

• In Lesson 2, Large Handfuls, it is okay if your student cannot count by 2s, 5s, or 10s. We just want them 
to explore the idea that no matter how the objects are arranged, the total amount does not change.   
 

• Number Paths are helpful to reference if student is struggling with knowing ‘one more’/’one less’ without 
recounting. You can find Number Paths in the back of the notebook, or extras on the cart!  

 

Sample questions and prompts to encourage mathematical conversations in Counting:  

❖ How are you keeping track of what you’ve already counted? 
❖ Why does rearranging the cubes still not change the total amount I have? 
❖ How can we figure out this answer without recounting from one? What do we know?  
❖ Where would this number appear on the Number Path? What would come before it? What would come 

after it?  
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In this notebook students will practice counting and recognizing numbers up to 30. Students will become 
skilled at counting to find out how many, as well as accurately counting out a particular quantity when asked.   
Students will practice determining ‘one more’ and ‘one less’ than a given number without having to recount 

the entire pile.    
 

Getting Started : Also check out the Concept Overview Page (p. 1 of NB) 
  

Click here to watch a short intro 
video for the Counting Notebook. 

https://youtu.be/EkbjlsetQf8
https://youtu.be/EkbjlsetQf8
https://youtu.be/EkbjlsetQf8

